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REMEMBRANCE DAY ENCOURAGEMENT 
My first talk, many years ago, on Remembrance Sunday was in front of a 
packed church with the uniform groups attending. I thought, ‘How am I going 
to grab the young people’s attention?’ I decided to speak about muddy, smelly 
socks of WW1 soldiers in the trenches. The cause of trench foot. 
 
October is always a tough month for my Bible study as it involves reading 
‘Jeremiah’. November is worse as it is filled with ‘Ezekiel’. Occasionally there 
are lovely moments when you discover hidden gems of scripture that you have 
missed in the past. There was one such day for me in October that was very 
special. I will explain why in a moment. 
 
I watched the film ‘1917’ in October when it became available on Prime Video. I find it 
harder as I get older to watch the realism of WW1. This film portrays a journey across no 
mans land deserted by the Germans as they retreat to regroup in a very strong ambush 
against the British troops. Two young men have been ordered to take a message to prevent 
a regiment containing one of the young men’s brother from being annihilated. As they 
journeyed, they stopped, at deserted ransacked farmhouse, to watch an air battle and 
before their eyes a German plane careered in flames into the house. The pilot was on fire 
and the brother rescued him from the flames. The pilot stabbed the brother.  The brother’s 
companion held in in his arms as he said to him, “Am I dying?” His response was, “Yes your 
dying.” I could not sleep over this. Surely, he needed a better response. He needed hope.  
 
As I read my Bible a couple of days later the response my heart was looking for came vividly 
from a verse in the Bible. “I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore, I have 
continued to extend faithful love to you. Again, I will build you up so that you will be 
rebuilt.” (Jeremiah 31v2-4) The verse really hit home as I looked down at my socks (I still 
wander around the house in shorts) they had the word ‘Everlast’ emblazoned upon them. It 
was a really personal moment. I need to know with such deep conviction that when my turn 
comes to breath my last that the Lord will build me up again so that I will be rebuilt. I need 
to know it so strongly that I can share that fact. That’s how I “Shine.” 
 
I needed the verse four days later as I visited a care home and took communion to someone 
who was on the very edge between life and the glory to come. The person’s hearing had 
almost gone they held out a hand to me and I took hold and shouted, “The Lord has loved 
you with an everlasting love. The Lord will build you up again so that you will be rebuilt, 
restored anew.” 
 
Each of us needs to know without a doubt that this is the truth. There is no end because we 
will be rebuilt. New every morning is God’s promise. 
God Bless - John 
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PRAYER NEEDS  
 Pray for care home staff and all vulnerable people who are facing more 

isolation during this new lockdown. 

 Pray for all our doctors and nurses and NHS staff as they face increasing 
pressure as Covid cases rise.  Please pray for an easing of the spread of 
infection and that everyone will obey the new restrictions to help them 
cope. Pray for anyone you know who is in hospital that they would be protected and 
recover well. 

 Please continue to pray for all the charities we support – using the news in this 
newsletter to be specific. 

 Pray for anyone who has recently been bereaved, especially Olwen Higham and Elsie 
Davenport during the new lockdown.  May they know the Lord’s presence each and 
every day and night. 

 Pray for all the plans to keep transmitting services as our church is again closed.  
Pray for Sue, Brian and John and all those involved in the technical side of getting 
the services out to everyone. 

 Give thanks for the wonderful response to our Harvest Appeal which raised £4240 
and has already gone to the headquarters to be distributed (as below) 

 

UPDATE FROM EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST. 
When I spoke about the situation in Beirut prior to our Harvest appeal I mentioned just two 
of the local partners Embrace was supporting.  Here is an update on how these are 
responding in the aftermath of the huge explosion: 

Karagheusian Association  Located in Bourj Hammoud, the Karagheusian primary healthcare 
centre suffered extensive material damage from the blast, with shattered doors, windows, 
skylights, and collapsed ceilings throughout the majority of the offices and clinics. 

Embrace was the first to respond with a concrete commitment of support for the structural 
repairs to the centre, enabling Karagheusian to resume full services to the patients in their 
catchment area. By way of testament to the impact of this, Karagheusian recorded 10,000 
patient visits to its clinics in August 2020 alone – more than double their monthly average – 
after they took the decision to make all of their health and social care services free of 
charge. 

Some personal words of thanks to Embrace from the director. 

“In these dark corners of this world, I am grateful to God that I am not alone. You were the 

first ones who reached out to me by prayer and action. Your actions speak louder than 

words: you reached out to me by prayers, encouragement, counsel & financial support. You 

were quick to listen to my needs and immediately act accordingly; I am so grateful.” 
Beit el Nour 
In the neighbouring Nabaa district, we supported our partner, Beit el Nour. This four-month 
project is providing support to 100 directly affected vulnerable families. The provision of 
material assistance (food, essential household and hygiene items) is complemented by 
weekly “psychological first aid” sessions undertaken by Beit el Nour’s qualified team of social 
workers and psychologists. 

Please continue to pray for those living and working in these difficult circumstances. 

Brian McGucken 
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NEWS FROM ANDREW - IRIS FORTALEZA 

 
Thank you very much for your email.  Sorry I am not so good in keeping in touch but I really 
do appreciate when you reach out and ask how things are going and know that you are 
praying for us.  
 
 We are well!  The Covid situation continues to be severe here but things are not on 
lockdown as the economy and the government don't have the means to stop and bail out 
millions of dollars to support the livelihoods of people.  We have known many people who 
have had Covid but thankfully, we as a family have been safe.  The work in the slums and the 
streets continue and as a result of everything we do continue to see much openness with 
people in the middle of all the need.   
 
As a family we are well.  The children are now 8, 10 and 12 and Claudia has been dedicating 
most of her time looking after them and the house.  Here the children only go to school from 
7 to 11 in the morning and so they remain at home for a large part of the day.  However, 
Claudia is now feeling it is time and that she wants to get more involved again in the 
'ministry' side of the work again.  So, we are praying together and trying to work out how to 
do this new season together where she is more involved.  We are looking forward to working 
more together and we are wanting to start visiting a new poor community near our house 
together.  I also have the privilege to visit the other missions bases we have in Iris family and 
encourage them and so we need prayer on how to organise our time and do all these things 
that are before us.  I would really appreciate prayers for that.   
 
We also plan to take a couple of weeks off in December, here in Brazil, for a family holiday 
which should be a nice relaxing time together.  Also, if you could also remember my Father 
in prayer who I mentioned in the previous newsletter.  He continues to need lots of care as 
he nears the end of his life.  My mum does an amazing job looking after him.  He is not in any 
pain and most of the time is with it and not confused and so that is good, but it is hard being 
so far away at these times. 
 
Thank you very much and we pray for you all as you spend another lockdown season in the 
UK which is not easy.  Much love from Brazil 
Andrew 

 

FOODBANKS 
 
A big thank you on behalf of the foodbanks for all your support over the past 
months. It means so much to them to know that we stand with them at this 
time, when the need is greater than it has ever been. 
I took your donations to the food bank today and they were so grateful. As 
donations go in the are immediate being processed for going to familes in 
need.  
Thank you all once again 
 
Barbara 
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UPDATE FROM EDUCAID -  SIERRA LEONE 
 
I have always tried to provide updates from EducAid and I am very when grateful to be given 
the opportunity.   As there are links to the work of  EducAid later in this update, there are no 
photos due to space limitations.   This time I would like to use the letter from Erin Northey, 
Chief Executive of Educaid to begin the update. 
 
"Dear everyone, 
 We hope this newsletter finds you and yours safe and well. Since we last emailed, much has 
changed. As always, we have lots of good news to share, but before we do, we wanted to be 
sure to update you on how EducAid is navigating the Covid-19 pandemic. With your 
generous support, EducAid was able to provide distance learning to more than 25,000 
children and young people in at least 70 communities. EducAid’s radio lessons were part of 
the national broadcast and students in Sierra Leone sat their exams at the end of the 
summer. We are thrilled to say that schools in Sierra Leone opened for the 2020-21 school 
year as per normal. 
  
EducAid has weathered the first phase of the Covid-19 pandemic well, but we will face 
funding challenges this year. Many of EducAid’s largest funders rely on fundraising events 
that have not taken place. You may have seen articles such as this one 
 https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/aug/06/almost-half-of-uk-
charities-for-worlds-poorest-set-to-close-in-a-year-survey-covid-19 which explains well the 
unique challenges faced by organisations likes ours. EducAid operates in a bit of a strange 
place in the best of times – too small for the big funding/funders and too large for 
the smaller funders. We know our work and the work of organisations like ours matters – we 
bring important local context, on-the-ground knowledge and innovation that influences 
larger organisations and discussions about education in low-to-middle-income countries. 
Our work is, of course, invaluable to the students and communities we serve. We are 
working (as always) to keep costs low, especially in the UK. We are currently a UK Team of 1, 
so please be patient if I am unable to get back to you straight away. 
  
If you are able to give, the best way to ensure EducAid’s long-term stability is to set up a 
regular donation through your bank.  All of the ways to give can be found 
at https://www.educaid.org.uk/get-involved/donate/. To talk about how you can help, 
please do reach out (erin@educaid.org.uk). 
  
 EducAid’s Maronka school was one of the 100 schools from around the world chosen to 
showcase our school as part of World Education Week. I hope you enjoy this bit of sunshine 
and good news from EducAid and hope to see you tomorrow via the livestream at Maronka. 
 With all best wishes and much appreciation for your wonderful support, 
Erin Northey, Chief Executive” 
 Educaid pupils achieve excellent results in the public examinations whilst Educaid continues 
to be proactive in influencing the education process in Sierra Leone.   

 Have you seen EducAid's video that Miriam and the Education Team put together? 

  Check it out here. 

https://www.earthproject.org/challenge/miriam-mason-
sesay?fbclid=IwAR0YtRC8tTkqAgTJUVeOMY2misU3JQEaYHThjpl4Oy4jqG4M4YqQNaMDIHY 
Very Best Wishes, Pat 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/aug/06/almost-half-of-uk-charities-for-worlds-poorest-set-to-close-in-a-year-survey-covid-19
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/aug/06/almost-half-of-uk-charities-for-worlds-poorest-set-to-close-in-a-year-survey-covid-19
https://www.educaid.org.uk/get-involved/donate/
mailto:erin@educaid.org.uk
https://educaid.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5763c94546e398abae83e4f9e&id=a789ad6750&e=a8f6e41e32
https://educaid.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5763c94546e398abae83e4f9e&id=a789ad6750&e=a8f6e41e32
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THE RICE CART PROJECT 
We don’t have any further news about Bong Songha at the moment. We were planning to go 
to Cambodia in January and visit the Rice Cart but have had to postpone the trip due to 
Covid-19.  
 
Joko and Karen are so thankful to everyone for their prayers and support.  
 
Hopefully we will have more news for the following news letter as we are hopefully going to 
try and visit Cambodia in the Summer.  
 
Lots of love, Beth. 

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Sunday 8th November - The 'live' pre-recorded service link for Remembrance Day will 

be emailed out on Saturday 7th November and will also be posted onto the Church 

Website and Facebook pages 

Sunday 15th November at 9.30am. Joint Tots Time onlinefor under 5’s, with story & 
songs. Contact Sue for an emailed invite.suetimmins@christchurchparbold.co.uk.  

Sunday 15th November – All Age Service –This will be a live virtual service which you can join 
from home using your normal phone or by video. 
Thursday 19th November- Online via Webex, Mid Week Service (Remembering the Lord's 
Supper) 10.30am.  Please have a small piece of bread and juice/water to hand  . 

Thursday 19th November PCC meeting.   Please can you keep the PCC in your prayers. 

Thursday 26th November 1030am – Songs of Praise A live service through Webex where 
you can choose a favourite hymn/song with a few words as to why. Email requests to 
Sue/Geoff please. 
 
Sunday 20th Dec 4pm: a short Outdoor Carol and Christingle service for all the family on the 
church car park. We've organised the carparking so that you can either stay in your car to 
enjoy the service or wrap up warm and stand outside. (Weather and restrictions permitting) 
 

 

THE ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY AND YORK have invited the 
nation to join them in prayer, in a message encouraging ‘calm, 
courageous and compassionate’ responses to the difficulties of 
the second national lockdown in England. 

Dear Friends, 
These are deeply challenging and difficult times for us all. When we are surrounded by 
fear and suffering, it can be hard to feel hopeful. This coming winter feels like it will be 
longer and darker than usual. 
 
There is a story in the Bible where Jesus and his disciples are caught in a storm. The 
disciples are understandably terrified as the wind and waves threaten to overpower 
them. ‘Why are you so afraid?’, Jesus asks. This year, we too have been caught in a storm 
which often feels overwhelming. And yet we can look to Jesus, in the boat with us, who 
calms the storm and comforts us in our fear. 

mailto:suetimmins@christchurchparbold.co.uk
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We are writing to share our belief that whoever you are, and whatever you happen to 
believe, you are loved by God. Beyond measure. We also want you to know that we are 
praying for you, particularly asking that Christ’s love will  comfort us, calm our fears, and 
lead our nation and our world through this terrible pandemic. Starting this week, we have 
asked every church to pray each day at 6pm. We invite you to join with us. You’ll be able 
to find simple resources on the Church of England website and social media channels. 

There are three other responses that we want to encourage everyone to consider - 

First, let’s be calm. By only buying what we need and not hoarding, or by reaching out to 
our neighbours as we did during the first lockdown, we can be stronger together in ways 
that are impossible if we go it alone. When things go wrong - as they always will with such 
complex challenges - let us look for good and right ways forward together. 

Secondly, let’s be courageous. There are many reasons to be fearful at the moment, but 
the story of Christ calming the waves calls us to give our fears to Jesus and have faith in 
Him. The British willingness just to get on with things is one of our very best 
characteristics – let us not be paralysed by fear. We will all need each other's courage in 
the months to come. 

Thirdly, let’s be compassionate. So many of us are holding so much pain - our own and 
the pain of those we love. We will need to be gentle, kind and patient with each other. In 
the first wave we showed we are a nation of compassion and kindness. Let’s dig deep and 
keep that love for our neighbours strong in this second time of struggle.  

Even though there is much darkness around us, there are also many points of light in the 
weeks ahead. 

This Sunday is Remembrance Day. As we remember the courage and sacrifice of those 
who gave everything for this nation in war, we are also reminded of the possibility for 
hope after destruction, of new life after suffering. In the coming weeks, there are great 
religious ceremonies. For Hindus, Sikhs and Jains there is Diwali, the festival of light. Sikhs 
will celebrate the birth of Guru Nanak. The Jewish community will observe Hanukkah. 
Many Muslim communities have just celebrated Eid-e-Milad, the anniversary of the birth 
of Muhammad. 

Soon it will be Christmas. At his birth Jesus was also called Emmanuel. It’s a word that 
appears in lots of carols. It means ‘God is with us’. And this is the message of Christmas: 
in Jesus, God is with us, sharing our darkness and our struggles, bringing comfort and joy. 
It is the source of our hope. As the Bible says: “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5) Let us shine in the darkness of this winter.  

May God bless you and keep you, and all those you love. 

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury  

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York  

 


