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CHRIST CHURCH DOUGLAS-IN-PARBOLD 
SEPTEMBER 2020 

PRAYER NEWSLETTER 
 
 

 

HARVEST 2020 
 
September already!  Back to school, back to church, both subject to the Covid restrictions 
and in our church calendar looking forward to our Harvest Festival, which will be on 4th 
October this year. 
 
Those of you who are regulars at our church will know that each year we have a Harvest 
Appeal to reach out beyond our local community to support a specific Christian - led project 
working overseas.  In recent years we have been able to send significant financial gifts to 
projects in Brazil, Kenya and Cambodia.  This year we will be responding to the appalling 
situation brought to world attention in Beirut, Lebanon. 
 
What is our motivation for this?  In a few words, it is the compassionate love of Christ. It is 
impossible to read the gospels and not be struck by the repeated times that Jesus responded 
with compassion to the material as well as spiritual need of those he encountered. As the 
body of Christ we can do no less. 
 
Our gift will be channelled through the Christian Charity Embrace the Middle East whose 
work we have supported for many years.  As soon as news of the disaster came through 
Embrace was in contact with our 12 local partner groups in Lebanon and through my 
personal links I have been receiving regular news updates on the situation there.  The 
headline figures are probably familiar to you.  
 
 As a result of the massive explosion in the port area some 180 people died, over 6000 were 
injured and 300,000 left homeless. This came on top the Covid pandemic and of a dire 
breakdown in the national economy.  The government has collapsed and a common thread 
in recent reports is that there has literally been no help from official agencies. Health 
facilities are barely coping and food shortages are now being reported. Behind the headlines 
are countless individual stories of physical and mental trauma.  
 
 The churches are doing what they can and I was struck by an item from a secular news 
outlet there showing a photograph of a devastated apartment with the caption ”Volunteers 
from  a local church association help to clear debris from the damaged home of a 70 year old 
resident”.   One prominent local church leader summed up the Christian response in an 
interview, “Our eyes are on the Lord. Our hands are on the plough” 
 
 Please pray for those affected and for those working to support them and watch out for 
further information on how we can play our part. 
 
Brian McGucken 
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PRAYER NEEDS  
 please pray for all children and young people, teachers and staff as they 

return to full time study and teaching.  Pray that they will be kept safe. 

 Please continue to pray for all the charities we support – using the news 
in this newsletter to be specific. 

 Pray for everyone who still feels vulnerable and nervous when lockdown 
is easing.  Pray for the Lord’s comfort and love to be with them. 

 Please pray especially for John and Olwen Higam and the family that then Lord will 
surround them with His love and keep John free from pain at this time. 

 Please pray for Sue and all involved in planning and providing services either on line 
or in Church. Give them wisdom and guidance in reaching out to all via the internet. 

 Pray for anyone in our church family suffering long term illness or undergoing 
treatment.  May the Lord keep them safe and secure in His care. 

 

 
NEWS FROM ANDREW - IRIS FORTALEZA 

 
Email received from Andrew on 20th August: 
I would love to ask you to join with us to pray for my dad.  He was admitted to hospital at 
the end of last week with pneumonia, sepsis and low blood pressure. He was discharged 
yesterday back home with a hospital bed for palliative care.  I managed to fly back yesterday 
and so I am now with him here which is so special.  
Please do pray for my dad, my mum and sister who are also here, my brother who hasn’t 
been able to make it due to the lockdown in Melbourne, Australia and also Claudia and the 
kids who stayed back home in Brazil. I will be here for In the UK for a little over 2 weeks to 
help him in anyway I can.  
 
We so appreciate your prayers and we know prayer changes things! 
 
Second email received 26th August: 
So dad was sent home from hospital with a hospital bed for bed rest and a palliative care 
team with the aim to keep him comfortable as they had stopped active treatment for 
him.  He was only eating ice cream and milkshakes when he arrived home (don’t tell my kids) 
as he had no appetite or ability to eat proper food.  Now exactly one week on from leaving 
hospital he is sitting at the table eating Sunday roast together 

We are so happy he has improved and it has been a privilege to be able to spend this time 
with him. However as many of you who may know my father, he has suffered from 
Parkinson’s for 25 years and before going into hospital was already frail with very limited 
mobility.   Often dad and I have sat up in the middle of the night these days, as he hasn’t 
been able to sleep, reading the Bible and talking together and it is so clear and beautiful to 
see his firm assurance that he has not been created only for this world, but for eternity. 
Our goal these days is to love and care for him well and allow him to feel released and ready 
to go home to his maker, Father, Lord, Saviour and best friend Jesus. 

Andrew is now back in Brazil – please continue to pray for him and his family both in the UK 
and in Brazil. 
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FOODBANKS 
A great big Thank You to you all for continuing to support the food bank 
during this pandemic, your support has been amazing. Local supermarkets have also been 
supporting this initiative by placing trolleys designated to the food bank close to the exit 
of their stores for customers to donate items, as well as other churches, organisations 
and individuals. 
The local food banks during this time are working together from the Ecumenical Centre 
Skelmersdale. Demand on this service has greatly increased over the past months and is 
still much greater than previous to Covid. A team of volunteers have been working hard 
putting food parcels together and delivering them to those in need. 
The parcels contain mainly non-perishable food items, toiletries, washing powder/liquid. On 
asking they have highlighted a need for toiletries e.g.  shampoo, deodorant, single tooth 
brushes, toothpaste as well as small boxes of washing powder sufficient to do approx. 6/7 
washes.  Larger boxes cannot be spilt into smaller packaging as they do not carry warning 
instructions with them. 
Thank You once again for your invaluable support. Barbara  

 
FROM THE RICE CART PROJECT 
We want to thank you and your church, for so kindly choosing to support Bong Songha once 
again. We were truly blown away with your generosity, this love gift was completely 
unexpected, and has blessed our socks off!! We have been amazed that during 
these perilous times, our Father has heard our prayers, and is always continuing to provide 
for the boys and the needs within this project. 
 
Since we received your last love gift, we are now open all day, Monday - Saturday 10am - 
10pm and Sundays 4 - 10pm. We have also updated the location too, so it provides a safer 
working environment for the boys and also the setting appears more hygienic and more 
attractive for our customers. The boys are now busier than ever before, serving fried rice 
and fried noodle dishes.   
 
We have been able to use your donation to update our stock levels. Since Covid-19 many 
people are preferring to order home delivery meals online, or are preferring to select 
takeaway options. We have not been in the position to increase our stock levels to include 
the essential packaging that is required to provide this service. If the boys run out of food 
packaging, then they have experienced losing potential sales, until we have been able to 
afford the packaging. Today, we bought the food packaging that we require. During the next 
few days, we will purchase essential sauces and spices that are a daily requirement to ensure 
the smooth running of Bong Songha. PTL, your generous donation has already allowed us to 
increase our essential stock levels!!   
 
We are also now in a position to repair our industrial blender, which broke earlier this year, 
and we couldn't afford to repair it. It's time-saving devices like this that helps the boys when 
preparing the food. 
 
Two new Christian girls' named Sopheak and Kai have moved into our student's house. 
Sopheak is an orphan and grew up in an organisation and Kai is from a very poor family, and 
is trying to be financially independent, so her parents don't have to support her. They have 
approached us asking if they can sell coffee and beverages at Bong Songha, so they can earn 
a living. Three years ago when Bong Songha was created, part of the original vision was to 
include beverages, which could be made by girls. Sopheak has already studied making 
beverages in her previous organisation, so we are hoping to use part of your donation to 
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help provide job opportunities for these 2 girls. We are seeking the Lord, to show us His will 
for these 2 precious lives.  
 
Thank you for continuing to be an encouragement to us all at Bong Songha! One day we 
hope and pray that we can meet you face to face in the UK, or here in Cambodia. 
Yours in Christ,  Joko and Karen 
 

EDUCAID 
Hooray!  After almost six months schools in England are back!   Very best 
wishes to all pupils and students.   Many thanks to the teachers and all 
the staff of schools, especially those who have worked so hard to prepare the buildings and 
modify the organisation and procedures to enable the schools to open.   Much has been 
achieved in these difficult times.   There have been problems – what is safe? Examination 
results, teaching and learning on line amongst them. 
 
However, imagine the same problems in one of the poorest countries on earth, with a very 
poor medical system, very poor roads, no bridges across the rivers, very restricted access to 
technology and the teachers and staff not only teaching in EducAid schools but, in addition – 

 supporting students and pupils unable to take their places in schools due to the 
Corona Covid 19 Virus,  

 supporting another sixty state schools, 

 devising and broadcasting lessons by radio, 

 acting as advisers to the widespread communities on how to avoid catching the virus 
with the memories of Ebola strong in the minds of the population, 

 providing continuing professional development of teachers, 

 Participating in the country’s Ministry of Education programmes. 
 
  Getting the message out!   One way or another !  By canoe, by wading, by motor bike, by 
Toyota 

 
  
 
  
  
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

By radio 
 
By teaching                                     By looking after the environment 

 
 
Very Many Thanks to everyone at Parbold Church for your continued support - Miriam 
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HARVEST APPEAL – EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST 

 

Our appeal this year is to help the disaster appeal for Beirut via donations to 

Embrace the Middle East.  There are different ways to make your gift …   

 There will be Gift Aid envelopes available in church from the middle of 

September, please use them if you want to give. 

 We shall also have a supply in the vicarage porch if you cannot get up to 

church which can be posted through the vicarage door. 

 You can also put your gift in any envelope marked Harvest appeal. 

 If you wish to give on line then the details are RBS code 16-27-25, Account 

Number -10021290 – please quote your name and Harvest as a reference. 

 Cheques can be made payable to Christ Church Parbold PCC or Embrace the 

Middle East. 

 If you cannot get to church to hand in your gift then please either put it 

through the vicarage door or contact Lin Milne on 01257 463523 and we can 

arrange a collection. 

We are so grateful to everyone’s support and please do not feel under any pressure if 

you are not able to give at this time.  Your prayers are also very important in this vital 

work, so please keep praying for the aid workers in Beirut. Thanks 

 
 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:  
 

 The best way to get even is to forget... 

 Feed your faith and your doubts will starve to death... 

 God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts... 

 Some marriages are made in heaven, but they ALL have to be 

maintained on earth... 

 Unless you can create the WHOLE universe in 6 days, then perhaps giving "advice" to 

God isn't such a good idea! 

 Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, and faith looks up... 

 It isn't difficult to make a mountain out of a molehill just add a little dirt. 

 The mighty oak tree was once a little nut that held its ground. 

 To forgive is to set the prisoner free, and then discover the prisoner was you. 

 You have to wonder about humans, they think God is dead and Elvis is alive! 

 And last but not least -- God gave the angels Wings, and He gave humans 

CHOCOLATE. 

"The shortest distance between a problem and a solution is the distance between your 

knees and the floor. The one who kneels to the Lord can stand up to anything." 

(peggiesplace .com) 


